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marck's;178 and if that meant that they were to
be faithless to their religion its truth was -unde-
niable. But it was a different Bismarck who, in
1881, acclaimed the German Catholics as his
compatriots, and the institutions of their Church,
the Papacy included, as part of the great con-
federation it had been his task to create.17* It was
a different Bismarck from him who, in 1875, had
urged that if France submitted to the new TJltra-
montanism the peace of Europe must be broken;175
and in the same year had urged the vital necessity
of defending the State against an aggressive Catho-
lic Church.176 In the interval he had learned a
mighty lesson.
He had learned that the world, even the Ger-
manic world, is not one and indivisible. He had
defined the State to "himself as a power which, to
maintain itself, must prove its sovereignty over
every department of human life. He would have
agreed with Calhoun that the division of sover-
eignty was its destruction. So, in one aspect, he
would contend that the Kulturkampf was no more
than the vindication for the State of rights that
were in reality its own. 'We can not/ he said,177
'concede to the Church the permanent right of
exercising part of the powers of the State; and
while the Church is in possession of such a pre-
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